Working women in the sex industry and their perception of risk from HIV/AIDS.
The present research project provided women who are normally marginalized by society with an opportunity to give their opinions on health matters that are directly related to their working and personal lives. Discussion groups were held with women working in saunas or massage parlors (the sex industry) to obtain their views on sexual health and the risk of infection from the human immunodeficiency virus. The sauna workers said they have less chance of becoming infected than women not working in the sex industry, because they are very careful about their activities in the sauna. The women were very concerned about their children and wanted information to give to their children rather than for themselves. Although these women used condoms at work, they said they were reluctant to use condoms in their social relationships because of the association with work.